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The King Conservation District was established in 1949 by the Washington Conservation Commission
to provide landowners with assistance to protect and enhance natural resources. KCD serves 35
jurisdictions (34 cities and King County) with a combined population of 1.8 million. The District’s
mission is “to promote the sustainable uses of natural resources through responsible stewardship.”

More than 60 years after it was formed, increased urbanization, endangered salmon, loss of forest
cover, threats to the health of Puget Sound, increased challenges from stormwater and flooding, and
the need for a resilient, sustainable, and equitable food system make the King Conservation District’s
programs and services essential.

Conservation districts use an “incentive-based” approach to stewardship and employ a service
delivery model that is a 3-pronged approach to behavior change:

91 Education to foster understanding of voluntary stewardship,

9 Direct technical assistance and support services, and

91 Financial incentives for landowner and community conservation that benefit the public
conservation interests.

KCD collaborates with private landowners, member jurisdictions and nonprofit organizations to
provide stewardship services. Because it is an independent, non-regulatory agency, KCD is seen by
many landowners as a trusted mentor and partner, providing education, technical assistance, and
financial incentives to help people implement measures to improve the sustainability and productivity
of their land.
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Letter from the Chair

r—

Dear King County Executive Constantine and Councilmembers,

The King Conservation District (KCD) serves 35 member jurisdictions
(34 cities and King County), with a total population of 1.8 million.
Our 2014 Annual Report summarizes KCD’s programs and services
for King County residents and member jurisdictions, including
habitat restoration, public education, technical assistance, financial
incentives, and expanded grant funding.

| first became acquainted with the King Conservation District when | served on the King Conservation
District/King County Task Force in 2013. After learning about the breadth and depth of KCD’s impact
on natural resource conservation, | ran and won a seat on the Board of Supervisorsin 2014. Coming

from a long career as |
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