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Don't turn animalsout to graze until thegroundisfirm and thegrassis6to 8" tal. Thiswill help maintain hedlthy
plantsand higher yields.

Fertilizer - Apply fertilizer asindicated by asoil test. Apply onehalf of the needed Phosphorusand Potassumin
April (apply the other onehalf intheautumn). For Nitrogen, fertilize each paddock just after removing the
animalsat theend of each grazing cycle, aslong asmoistureispresent. Usually, thismeans applying about 35%
of theneeded NitrogeninApril, 20%in May, 20% in June, and 25% in September. A genera rule of thumb for
Nitrogen needsis 30 |bs. available Nitrogen per air-dry ton of forage produced per acre per year. Take
Nitrogen contained in anima manureinto consideration aswell. A 1000 Ib. cow will produce about 40 1bs.
available Nitrogen over a7 month grazing season.

Rotation - A good rotation systemwill produce up to 20% moreforagethan will continuous grazing. Pastures
should bedividedinto at |east 4 paddocks of equal forage production. Paddocks should besized for
approximately 5to 7 daysof feed. Animals should be moved to anew paddock when the stubble height of the
grassis3to4inches.

Clipping each paddock at the end of agrazing period aidsinweed control, aswell asencouraging moreuniform
grazing. Late spring, just before plantsbloom, isagood timefor chemical or mechanical weed control.

SUmmer
Continuegrazing rotation systemand clipping.
Continuefertilization schedule.

Manure droppings and gopher mounds should be scattered with aharrow several timesduring the season.
|dedlly, dothisright after the animalsareremoved from the paddock.

Check for residua weedsand control them as needed
Autumn

Fertilizer - Apply limenow if itisneeded (pH lessthan 5.4), according to the soil test. Apply final Nitrogen
all ocation about September 1, or when theautumn rains, begin. Also apply the other one half of the split
application of Phosphorusand Potassium.

Animalsshould beremoved from pasture by November 1, to allow the plantsto produceleaf growth for winter
protection and to build up root reserves. Plants closely grazed in the autumn are subject to winter damage and
also aredower to start growthinthe spring.
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Winter

Confinelivestock to awell-drained holding areawhich hasall-weather accessfor feeding, and protection from
theweather. Animal sleft on wet pastures damage plant rootsand root crownswith their hooves and compact
thesoil.

If livestock must bewintered on pasture, choose apaddock which will be reseeded and concentrate theanimals
there. The second choi ceisthe best-drained paddock(s).

New seeding

When it becomes necessary to reseed the paddock, the areashould betilled and seeded to grain or another
crop for oneor two years, or should be chemically treated, so that weeds are controlled and old sod isbroken
down.

Thenext stepsin establishing anew seeding are:

1. Havesoil tested for nutrient, minera, and limeneeds.

2 Apply needed fertilizer and limeand work into soil.

3 Preparefirm seedbed - A hedl print should be no morethan 1/2" deep.

4. Place seed shallowly - No morethan 1/4" deep.

5 Don't graze until well-established, usually 1 year. However, theforage may be harvested mechanicaly.
6 Control weedsby clipping, pulling, or chemicals.

Whereto Get Help

For moreinformation on pasture management, contact thelocal office of the U.S. Department of Agriculture's
Soil Conservation Service. SCSpersonne providetechnical ass stanceto landownersand operatorsthrough
local conservationdigtricts.

Programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national
origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, or handicap.
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