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KING CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
GRANT SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 
OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

May 28th, 2019 
4:00 PM – King Conservation District Office 

Elk Room 
800 SW 39th St, Suite 150 

Renton, WA 98057 
425-282-1900 

Meeting Agenda 
 

Call to Order 
1. Preliminary Matters 4:00-4:02 
a) Introductions 
b) Additions or Corrections to the Agenda 
c) Adoption of the Board Agenda 

 
2. Public Comment: 4:02 – 4:07 

 
3. Grant Subcommittee Items: 4:07 – 5:00 pm  

 
Applications:  

1. REVISED King County – Point Heyer Drift Cell Preservation (WRIA 9) 
 

Amendments: None 
 

Close outs: None  
 
 

1. Regional Food System Grants: None 
 
   
 
 
   



From: Smith, Suzanna
To: Jessica Saavedra
Subject: RE: Pt Heyer
Date: Wednesday, May 22, 2019 5:28:37 PM

Hello Jessica,
 
Thank you so much for graciously allowing us to modify the budget for the Point Heyer project from
$47,425 to $54,425. The complicated combination of funding sources at play to make our priority
projects whole is confusing at best, but I offer this explanation for requesting to modify our budget.
We were informed just recently of some carryover funding from the 2018 grant round that needed
to be incorporated into our current year budget cycle. This amount (appr. $7,000 of Cooperative
Watershed Management funding) caused a slight shift down in the amount requested for another
project, Downey farmstead (note: this does not impact the current requested amount from KCD). To
balance for this shuffling of funds the amount needed for Point Heyer increased slightly.
Unfortunately remaining funding was made known in between submitting both requests to KCD. It is
our interest to fully expend the remaining amount of KCD funding ($153,000) in this year’s grant
round towards two of our priority projects: Point Heyer at $54,425 and Downey Farmstead at
$98,575.
 
Thank you, and thanks to the funding subcommittee for your consideration. Please let me know if
you have any questions.
 
Suzanna
 
________________________________________
Suzanna Smith
Habitat Projects Coordinator
Green/Duwamish & Central Puget Sound Watershed (WRIA 9)
201 South Jackson Street, Suite 600
Seattle, WA 98104-3855
susmith@kingcounty.gov
Office: (206) 477-4641, Cell: (206) 305-1752
 

 

From: Smith, Suzanna 

mailto:susmith@kingcounty.gov
mailto:jessica.saavedra@kingcd.org
mailto:susmith@kingcounty.gov
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Point Heyer Drift Cell Preservation 2019
WRIA Grants

 

King County
Maureen Dahlstrom 
201 S Jackson St, Ste 600
Seattle, WA 98104

O: 206-477-4687

Suzanna  Smith  
susmith@kingcounty.gov
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Application Form

Summary Information
Project Title* 

Point Heyer Drift Cell Preservation 2019

Select the WRIA where this project will occur* 
9

Amount of KCD Funding Requested 
Below you will find a link to the budget form to be uploaded. Please fill in the amount requested here and make 
sure the amount requested and total project cost amounts you list here match the amounts in the uploaded 
budget document.

$54,425.00

Upload Budget Form 
Upload the WRIA grant application project budget form emailed to you.

2019 KCD Pt Heyer Budget Table_v2.xlsx

Total Project Cost 
$1,525,000.00

Project Start Date 
05/01/2019

Project End Date 
12/31/2021

Project Location 
Address, Parcel #, OR L&L Points, for site specific projects only. 
If more than two locations, state “multiple” and explain.
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Multiple: Two parcels prioritized. We have a prioritized list of alternative priority properties where we 
will direct the funding if these deals fall through.

Address: 7810 SW 204th Street, Vashon, WA 98070: 
Parcel: 0422039007
Address: 19734 RIDGE RD SW, Vashon, WA 98070
Parcel: 0422039017

King County District #
Click here to find it on the web

8

Project Description
WRIA Project Description*
Provide a brief description of the project that summarizes what you will do, how you will do it, and why you will do 
it. Consider the following in the answer to this question: what pressing need will be addressed by the project or 
what promising opportunity will be capitalized on? Who or what will benefit or be positively and negatively 
affected?

King County Water and Land Resources proposes to purchase two target properties with a total of 990 
feet of feeder bluffs located in the south reach of the Pt. Heyer Drift Cell (PHDC) shoreline on the east side of 
Vashon Island in central Puget Sound. Acquiring this property will preserve the sediment supply to the 
largest (and last) remaining barrier lagoon in King County with a 5+ acre salt marsh which provides 
important refuge and rearing habitat for juvenile salmonids. All the parcels in the drift cell are prioritized for 
acquisition.

The long-term goal of this project is to protect roughly 10,500 feet of the Pt. Heyer Drift Cell, which begins 
at the feeder bluffs at Vashon Landing and terminates 2.2 miles to the south at the Pt. Heyer barrier lagoon. As 
of March 2019, this effort has protected 13 parcels, totaling 72 acres and 3,646 feet of marine shoreline. 
Chinook, chum, coho, cutthroat, pink, and steelhead are known or expected to be present along the eastern 
shoreline of Vashon Island. Forage fish, which are a key food source for salmon, also spawn along the drift 

http://www.kingcounty.gov/council/councilmembers/find_district.aspx
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cell. Ongoing stewardship maintenance, including invasive species and litter monitoring and removal, will 
continue indefinitely. 

A functioning longshore drift system is critical to maintaining viable nearshore habitat for salmon in 
Puget Sound. When shorelines are modified by bulkheads and other anthropogenic features, these dynamic 
ecosystems can no longer sustain themselves and the habitats become less productive for salmon and other 
important aquatic species. Nearshore marine habitats in Central Puget Sound provide a critical component in 
the life cycle of Puget Sound threatened salmon populations. The primary process that feeds and continually 
replenishes the various habitats of the nearshore is sediment transport and deposition. The majority of the 
shorelines in Central Puget Sound are altered through shoreline armoring and riparian vegetation removal. 

Armoring at the base of bluffs reduces the supply of sediments to the downdrift portions of the cell and 
can starve beach habitats of sand and small gravels. Armoring along the transport zones affects reflective 
wave energy and can cause a steepening of the beach face and a coarsening of the beach sediment. These 
changes impact vegetative plankton, benthic communities and prey availability for juvenile salmon and 
steelhead. The same effect applies to forage fish, surf smelt, sand lance and herring that feed and spawn in 
these nearshore environments. To protect at-risk species, we must protect the ecological processes that 
sustain them.

The extent of the problem:
• Approximately 70 % of the marine shorelines in King County are armored.
• About 50% of the 51 miles of Vashon - Maury Islands’ shoreline has been armored.
• In all, King County has only 5 out of 58 drift cells remaining with 90% or more of its sediment supplies 

still intact (Johannessen et al 2005). All are located on Vashon/Maury Island, including the PHDC.  
• Less than 2% of King County’s historical amount of estuarine wetlands remains (Collins and Sheikh, 

2005).

By contrast, only 11% of the shoreline of the PHDC is armored and about half of this armoring is located 
on a small accretion shoreform in the middle of the cell. Development only affects 5.4% of the historic 
sediment sources. This relatively undeveloped shoreline is responsible for the creation and maintenance of 
the 5+ acre Pt. Heyer barrier lagoon.

The two target parcels are priority parcels in the southern reach of the drift cell. These parcels include 
marine shoreline, forested bluff-backed beach, dense overhanging vegetation and saltmarsh. Other important 
nearshore resources in the project area include documented surf smelt and sand lance spawning beaches. 
Eelgrass, kelp and ulva are present along the intertidal / subtidal zone.

By preserving these parcels, this project fulfills the Puget Sound Nearshore Ecosystem Restoration Project 
(PSNERP) objectives to prevent fragmentation of the shoreline, prevent degradation of divergence zones and 
bluff backed beaches, prevent shoreline alterations, conserve areas with intact tidal flow and conserve areas 
with the fewest shoreline alterations and least wetland lost. This project permanently preserves PSNERP’s 
target ecological processes for barrier embayments of both sediment input and tidal flow (Recreation and 
Conservation Office, 2010).

This project is Project NS - 17 in the WRIA 9 Salmon Recovery Plan and helps meet the recommended 10-
year target for shoreline conservation. It is important to do this project now instead of later. We have willing 
sellers on priority parcels that will list the properties if we do not act. If we fail to act now, we risk these 
parcels selling to a private buyer and not be protected from future habitat degradation and possible shoreline 
armoring.
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Natural Resource Improvement Actions- Criteria Checklist
Migration Category - Internal 

Direct Improvement of Natural Resource Conditions* 
To improve landscape and natural resource conditions as a result of direct action that enhances water quality, 
protects and conserves soils, implements ecosystem restoration and preservation projects (examples include 
supporting private property owners with land stewardship, water quality, aquatic and wildlife habitat resources, 
removal of invasive weeds, stewardship on public land)

Does your project directly address this issue?

Yes

Education and Outreach* 
To raise awareness, deepen knowledge, and change behaviors of residents, landowners, and other land managers 
and organizations to practice exemplary stewardship of natural resources (examples include education about 
stormwater management; the value of farmland, local farms and food systems, shorelines, salmon habitat, forests 
and other ecosystems)

Does your project directly address this issue?

No

Pilot and Demonstration Projects* 
To test and/or improve concepts and/or approaches in natural resource management that can be replicated by 
others (examples include low impact development or green infrastructure demonstration projects, development of 
new best management practices, distribution of local farm products, urban agriculture (e.g. farmers markets and 
backyard food production to promote or support social economic independence and healthy living); technological 
innovation for natural resource conservation)

Does your project directly address this issue?

No

Capacity Building* 
To enhance the ability of organizations, agencies, residential landowners and other land owners and managers to 
have knowledge, skills, tools, support systems and technical resources to implement exemplary best management 
practices and deliver natural resource management actions on the ground (examples include urban agriculture 
development, assistance to and inclusion of private property owners, preservation, restoration, and/or expansion of 
urban and/or rural agricultural lands, rural and urban forest lands, riparian restoration and stewardship on private 
and public lands)

Does your project directly address this issue?

No
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Acquisition 
Yes

Research/Study 
No

Project Type* 
Shorelines, Urban

Do project outcomes meet natural resource priorites?* 
Natural Resource Improvement Actions – describe how the project will address a minimum of one of the natural 
resource improvement actions described above.  Consider the following in your answer to this question: What 
natural resources will be improved? What are the known needs, gaps or deficits that will be addressed?  What are 
the known benefits to soil, water, air, plants, fish and wildlife, landowners?

For the highest priority sites, acquisition provides the highest certainty of success to preserve large-scale 
and persistent habitat forming process.  Conservation of intact habitat areas is of the highest importance to 
prevent further degradation of nearshore habitat. The conservation and preservation function is more certain 
than efforts to restore or rehabilitate nearshore functions (Anchor 2006 and Cereghino et al 2010). 
Conservation of existing intact habitats is more cost-effective than restoring habitats that are impaired.  As 
described by the Puget Sound Chinook Technical Recovery Team (2003), conservation provides the greatest 
certainty in achieving viable salmonid population parameters. Acquisition of these parcels also allows for 
removal of armoring and the radio tower located on the barrier beach, while also ensuring permanent natural 
riparian cover.

Under private ownership, the Pt. Heyer salt marsh experiences significant public use. However, beach 
fires, lack of waste facilities and human impacts to the marsh take their toll. Once under the active 
management of King County Parks, these impacts can be reduced, infrastructure removed and side trails 
closed.

Activities, Deliverables & Timelines
Activities, Deliverables and Timelines* 
List specific project activities to be completed, the deliverables associated with those activities, and the timetable 
for the activities. Consider the following in your answer to this question: What actions, interventions, programs, 
services will be deployed?

We anticipate these transactions to be completed by December 2019. For the Carlstedt parcel (Parcel 
number: 0422039017), we may do a boundary line adjustment or place a conservation easement over much 
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of the parcel and then surplus the fee ownership. This is feasible since the residence is about 900 feet from 
the shoreline. Fee ownership is preferred for other parcel. We expect all tasks to be completed in full by 2021.

King Conservation District Funding Acknowledgement*
Please describe how you will acknowledge the KCD-WRIA funding as part of your project activities. Examples 
include using the KCD logo on all materials and signs related to the project or holding a press conference with KCD 
to promote the project.

KCD will be acknowledged on all printed materials, signage, and presentations. Additionally, any “call to 
action” that aligns with initiatives of mutual interest (e.g. Shore Friendly program) will be included where 
appropriate in any public facing materials.
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File Attachment Summary
Applicant File Uploads
• 2019 KCD Pt Heyer Budget Table_v2.xlsx



Project Name Pt. Heyer Drift Cell Preservation 2019
Applicant King County 

Contact Greg Rabourn
Mailing Address 201 S. Jackson suite 600

E-mail greg.rabourn@kingcounty.gov Project Start Date: 5/1/2019
Phone 206-477-4805 Project End Date: 12/31/2021

Please provide detailed budget information below. Itemize categories such as supplies, contracted services with
footnotes and detailed descriptions below

Budget Item KCD Funds Other Funds Other Funds Total
Conservation Futures-

Pending
Cooperative Watershed

Management Grant

Salaries & Benefits $15,000 $15,000
Travel/ Meals/ Mileage

(for - volunteers, staff)

$0

$0
$0
$0

Office Supplies $0
$0
$0

Field Supplies $0
Contracted/

Professional Services

$0

Permits $0
Land acquisition $54,425.00 $1,025,029.00 $437,546.00 $1,517,000.00

Other: (specify) $0
Other: (specify) $0
Other: (specify) $0
Other: (specify) $0

TOTAL $54,425 $1,040,029 $437,546 $1,532,000

Total Project Cost $1,532,000
Total Match $1,477,575

Amount of KCD Funding
Requested $54,425

Match Percentage
96%

Footnotes:

Member Jurisdiction Grant Program
Grant Application Project Budget Form
Promoting sustainable uses of natural resources through

responsible stewardship

mailto:greg.rabourn@kingcounty.gov
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