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Seattle Community Partnership 
Grant Program 
In partnership with 



Agenda

10:30 – 10:45 | Welcome and Introductions

10:45 – 11:00 | Overview of KCD and City of Seattle natural resource, 
equity and environmental justice priorities

11:00 –11:15 | Timeline, process, eligibility, and scoring

11:15 – 11:30 | Questions



Building Better Ground





Natural Resource Improvement Priority 
Areas & Actions
Priority Areas (What) Priority Actions (How)

• Manage Polluted Rainwater • Direct Improvement

• Restore Wetlands • Education and Outreach

• Build Healthy Soil • Pilot & Demonstration

• Support Urban Forest • Capacity Building 

• Support Sustainable Local Food System



Environment & 
Equity Agenda



KCD Seattle Community Partnership Grant

Around $400,000 available, up to $75,000/contract

Multi-year projects accepted

Projects within Seattle City limits
or pre-approved locations such as unincorporated

Established non-profit, tribal, community orgs
or those with fiscal sponsors



Timeline

Activity Date

Funding Opportunity Released September 21

Information Sessions (webinars) September 30, 5:30 – 6:30
October 2, 10:30 – 11:30 

One-on-Technical Assistance Sessions 
Applicants can schedule 15-20-minute sessions with 
grant staff to discuss feasibility of project idea or ask 
questions.

September 21 – October 14

Grant Application Due October 19

Optional Virtual Presentations November 9 – 20

Review and scoring of applications, City of Seattle 
sends recommended proposals to KCD for review

December - January

Grant awards announced, contracting begins January – February 2021



Optional Virtual Presentations

Goal: Provide applicants opportunity to describe project orally. Provide 
reviewers with opportunity to hear from organizations and build 
relationships.

• Virtual presentation take place Nov. 9 – 20

• These are optional; they are not required and do not replace application

• Interpretation is available



What are eligible & ineligible expenses?

If equipment is part of your grant request, the equipment must be directly related to the project 
activities. Examples of equipment items that are not eligible for funding include: computer 
equipment (such as laptops, desktops, tablets), cellular and land-line telephones, and other office 
equipment as determined. Please check with KCD in advance of requesting funding for 
equipment.

• Direct program costs

• Staff time

• Direct program costs

• Program supplies

• Mileage (for meal delivery, transportation to field 
trips)

• Food, produce

• Zoom account if used for funded program

• Indirect costs (rent, admin, etc) that do not exceed 
25% of the project’s salary and benefit cost



Application Walk-through

https://kingcd.org/tools-resources/grants/seattle-community-
partnership-grant-program/

https://kingcd.org/tools-resources/grants/seattle-community-partnership-grant-program/


Review Process & Strong Applications

Grant review: Reviewed by city staff with subject matter expertise and strong racial equity 
background. Includes technical and overall grant review teams.

Strong applications:

• Clear explanation of problem/challenge addressed and connection to natural resource 
and equity/environment goals.

• Clear short-term outcomes and long-term impacts. 

• Led by or in deep/authentic partnership with BIPOC, immigrant and refugee and/or 
youth/elders intended to serve. 

• Project activities seem relevant and feasible, and organization has relevant 
skills/relationships. Budget is realistic and reasonable.

Review Scoring Criteria!
https://kingcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-KCD-SCP-Grant-Evaluation-Criteria.pdf

https://kingcd.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/2020-KCD-SCP-Grant-Evaluation-Criteria.pdf




Questions?



Indirect Expense Scenario

Grant Budget Notes

Salaries & Benefits $40,000 X 25% = max amount allowed for indirect costs

Supplies $10,000

Indirect 
CostAllowance

$10,000 = Salaries & Benefits X 25% (not to exceed)

Total $60,000

MOST COSTS ARE DIRECTLY RELATED TO THE FUNDED ACTIVITY
Examples of indirect costs: Rent, general admin, insurance*



Sample Project
To increase tree canopy and improve soil quality, an African 
American church partners with a non-profit organization to plant 
and maintain trees on the grounds of a nearby community hub in 
the Central Area. Through this effort, the two organizations host 
educational events that celebrate local culture while increasing 
awareness of the benefits trees provide. The project 
also improves environmental conditions important to that 
community, such as climate preparedness, air quality, and green 
job skills for African Americans.


