How T6 CREATE YOur OWN: SUNNY + DRY POLLINATOR GARDEN

Think parking strips, road medians, parking lot landscaping, or small urban yards. These plants can thrive in direct sun and dry
soils, although you will need to water in the first few summers as they get established. There are other plants that will work in
these spaces, thisis a good list to get you started. Even small urban spaces where other plants might struggle can support

pollinators! Exact bloom time
will vary by location.

FLOWERING PLANTS

Also called forbs, these are
herbaceous (not woody) and
will die back in the winter.

Plan on one plant per square foot of
space. You can over plant to start
and thin as needed, or underplant
and add as you go. Plants will fill in
space over time. A densely planted
area has more environmental
benefits than a sparsly planed one.

Pick five to seven species
depending on space available.

GRASSES

Use one to two species and plant
with similar spacing to forbs.

GROUNDCOVERS

Great options for the edges of
planted areas, or along paths!

SHRUBS & TREES

If you have room for a few larger plants
they are a great addition. Trees and
shrubs should be 7-10 ft apart from
each other

@ Wild bee species

Species Name

Common Name

Height

Pollinator benefits

Bloom Timing and Color

s“\Butterﬂies & Moths

Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct

Anaphalis margaritacea Pearly everlasting (C) 1-2feet @ M
Gilia capitata Globe Gilia (A) 1-2 feet @ C
Lupinus polyphyllus Bigleaf Lupine (C) 1-3 feet @ M
Eriophyllum lanatum Oregon Sunshine 1-2 feet @ Q
Allium cernuum Nodding Onion 1foot @
Gaillardia aristata Blanket Flower 1-2 feet @ C .....
Symphyotrichum subspicatum Douglas Aster (C) 3-4 feet @ Q
Clarkia amonea Farewell-to-Spring (A) 1-2feet aﬂm @
Erigeron speciosus Showy Fleabane 1-2 feet @ M
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hairgrass 1-3 feet M
Elymus glaucus Blue Wild-rye 1-3 feet @ Q
Fragaria chiloense (C) Beach Strawberry (C) <1foot @ C
Arctostaphylos uva-ursi Kinnickinick <1 foot @ C M
Ribes sanguinum Red Flowering Currant 7-10 feet @ M
Mahonia aquifolium Tall Oregon Grape 7-10 feet @ Q
Rhamnus purshiana Cascara 30 feet @ ﬂ M

M Larval host plant "‘ﬂQ Nest site or material Other beneficial insects C - competetive plant, may need to be thinned

Local Food
Healthy Forests
Clean Water
Better Ground

2D

King Conservation District

kingcd.org/pollinators

Plant Pick Tip!

Try to pick plants that have
variation in color and bloom
timing. This means a large
variety of pollinators will
have a food source for more
of the year!

Starting Your Plants

If you are starting forbs and
grasses from seed you will
want to do so in the early
Fall by lightly raking seeds
into bare, damp soil.

Another option, especially
for small spaces, is to start
your seeds in pots in the Fall
and transplant them to your
planting area in the Spring.

If you are starting with
potted plants, bareroots, or
plugs you can plant from
October to Mach You can do
some deep, occasional
watering in the summer to
help your plants establish.

A - annual plant, may need to be reseeded



How to Create Your Own: Sunny & Dry Pollinator Garden K2D [y

After you have selected your plant species you can design your pollinator garden space! This is just one example of how some of these plants could be
arranged in an urban parking strip, but you can adapt a plan to your plant list and space. Doing a quick sketch can help you plan your planting project!
Make sure to include features like paths, buildings, or existing trees in your plan. Plants are shown here

blooming simultaneously, in reality many plants will bloom at different times of year.
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Scale = 1x5 feet Including a grass species Sidewalk
helps create insect habitat.
Before You Get Started! Trees and Shrubs?
» Call 811 before you dig to learn about any underground This example doesn’t show any trees or shrubs. If you are
utilites planting a parking strip check your city regulations for
« Ifyou are planting a parking strip your city may have plant height and street tree permits. If you're planting in
regulations you will need to know. Search for “your city your yard or other spaces where you are able to add trees
+ parking strip planting” I itis easy to incorperate one or two small trees or large
« City of Seattle parking strip regulations iﬁhﬂﬂ shrubs as focal points in your pollinator meadow. If you
can be found by scanning the QR code. iil Sizn don’t have space you can focus on low-growing plants.
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Different species of plants are
arranged in clumps throughout
the planting area.

Low growing groundcover creates a
“landing strip” near the roadway. A
landing strip may be required by your city.

Learn more about
maintenance here!

Maintenance and Care

There are many ways to maintain your pollinator planting. Keep an
eye out for weeds, and remove them early. You may choose to
limit how many plants produce seed, or not. Annuals will only
persist when they are reseeded. Competitive plants need to be
controlled more than others to maintain balance. Cutting plants
back at the end of the growing season may improve appearances
but this can also impact overwintering insects.




	How to Create Your Own: Sunny & Dry Pollinator Garden
	Think parking strips, road medians, parking lot landscaping, or small urban yards. These plants can thrive in direct sun and dry soils, although you will need to water in the first few summers as they get established. There are other plants that will work in these spaces, this is a good list to get you started. Even small urban spaces where other plants might struggle can support pollinators! Exact bloom time will vary by location.
	Plant Pick Tip!
	Try to pick plants that have variation in color and bloom timing. This means a large variety of pollinators will have a food source for more of the year!

	Starting Your Plants
	If you are starting forbs and grasses from seed you will want to do so in the early Fall by lightly raking seeds into bare, damp soil.

	Learn more  here!
	GRASSES
	GROUNDCOVERS
	SHRUBS & TREES

	How to Create Your Own: Sunny & Dry Pollinator Garden
	After you have selected your plant species you can design your pollinator garden space! This is just one example of how some of these plants could be arranged in an urban parking strip, but you can adapt a plan to your plant list and space. Doing a quick sketch can help you plan your planting project! Make sure to include features like paths, buildings, or existing trees in your plan. Plants are shown here  blooming simultaneously, in reality many plants will bloom at different times of year.
	Low growing groundcover creates a “landing strip” near the roadway. A landing strip may be required by your city.

	Roadway
	6 feet
	Path


